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HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND RISK ASSESSMENT
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	Activity:
Ballard Night Walk
	No:
SSA1

	Assessor:
CM, SJ, KK, GL
	Date:
Aug 07
	Location:
Diagonal path, Ballard Down
	Centre or school led: Centre

	Hazard


	Control Measures
	Who’s affected?

	The dark 
	Like any night walk ensure that the group has sufficient torchlight to see and light / fluorescent clothing to be seen.
	P, SS

	Barbed wire fence
	Section of path leading to hill is lined with barbed wire. Brief pupils so they don’t injure themselves on the fence.
	

	Stile, slippery slope and thorny bushes at foot of Ballard
	Single file, no running, member of staff to assist with children getting over the stile
	P, CS, SS

	Long walk and hilly terrain
	Set pace according to ability and leave plenty of time. Have means of evacuating individual if necessary. Observe any relevant medical conditions of any individual e.g. inhalers for asthmatics.
	P

	Exposure to weather
	Prepare diligently for conditions – wet and cool summer night could feel like a winter’s day! 

See generic RA on weather. 
	P

	Child getting separated from the group.
	Give each pupil a number.  Number off regularly to ensure group members are all present.  Ensure adults are at the front and back of the group and group to keep together at all times.  If pupil does become separated, safeguard remainder of group, follow missing person procedure (generic risk assessments – other); organise search and emergency rescue if necessary.
	P

	Getting lost
	Group leader to be familiar and experienced with route including escape routes.

Member of centre staff on call for assistance
	P

	Steep slope falls away from path described above
	Ensure path is torch lit and individuals keep well away from the edge.  Brief pupils on potential hazard of steep slope
	P, SS

	Unexpected new hazards
	Leader to carry OS map, first aid kit, bothy, escape routes etc… Leader to check route regularly to ensure route is safe from unexpected hazards.
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