	TOWNSEND CENTRE

HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND RISK ASSESSMENT
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	Activity:
Ballard Down Vegetation study
	No:

SSA2
	Assessor:
Cm, SJ, KK, GL
	Date:
Aug 07
	Location:
Ballard Down - Swanage
	Centre or school led: Centre

	Hazard
	Control Measure
	Who’s affected?

	Exposed area, potentially strenuous walk
	Set pace according to ability. Have means of evacuating individual if necessary. Observe any relevant medical conditions of any individual e.g. inhalers for asthmatics.
	P, CS, SS

	Stile, slippery slope and thorny bushes at foot of Ballard
	Single file, no running, member of staff to assist with children getting over the stile
	P, CS, SS

	Barbed wire fence – base of diagonal path
	Section of path leading to hill is lined with barbed wire. Brief pupils so they don’t injure themselves on the fence.
	P, CS, SS

	Steep slope falls away from path described above
	Ensure individuals keep well away from the edge.  Brief pupils on potential hazard of steep slope
	P, SS

	Cliff (landslip) at foot of Ballard, steep steps at Sheps Hollow
	Safety brief. Ensure group are calm and sensible.  Member of staff positioned between children and cliff edge, and on steps if used.  Diagonal path may be the preferred route.
	P

	Cliff in front of Green at Ballard Estate (from top of above steps)
	Particularly hazardous – not obvious and no signs. Give warning. Supervise and keep group on path.  Can take path near to houses if appropriate.
	P

	Exposure to weather
	Prepare diligently for conditions – wet and cool summer night could feel like a winter’s day! 

See generic RA on weather. 
	P

	Injury from nettle stings, bites etc.
	Check any medical conditions prior to study, esp. allergies to bites, stings etc. take necessary precautions, see generic medical RAs.
	P

	Unexpected new hazards
	Leader to carry OS map, first aid kit, bothy, escape routes etc… Leader to check route regularly to ensure route is safe from unexpected hazards.
	P, CS, SS
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